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1
METHOD FOR CONTROLLING A
CONVERTER

CROSS -REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the priority, under 35 U.S.C. §110,
of German applications DE 102011 104 742,9, filed Jun. 17,
2011, DE 102011 116 615.0, filed Oct. 20, 2011 and DE 10
2011 120 333.1, filed Dec. 6, 2011; the prior applications are
herewith incorporated by reference in their entireties,

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates t(c) a method for controlling a three-
phase converter with a voltage intermediate circuit by use of
pulse-width modulation for supplying a polyphase system, in
particular a three-phase alternating-current system. The
polyphase system may likewise be a machine which is oper-
ated as a motor or as a generator (three-phase machine), such
as athree-phase power supply system. In particular, the inven-
tion also relates to a three-phase motor of a domestic washing
machine or of a drive for art automobile. The three-phase
motor can be operated in the field-weakening mode or con-
stant-power mode at full or almost full motor voltage. In
particular, the converter which is provided for supplying a
three-phase power supply system can be fed by a solar gen-
erator. In this respect, the invention is also suitable for oper-
ating a photovoltaic system or for operating a system having
a different DC power source.

A three-phase converter for generating the output voltages
for a polyphase system from a voltage intermediate circuit
according to FIG. 1 has long been known from the prior art. A
converter of this kind contains three half-bridges with in each
ease two pairs containing a switching element and a diode
which is connected in parallel. Contact is made with the
individual phases for the polyphase system between the pairs
of a half-bridge in each case. The voltages required for the
polyphase system are given by the potential differences
between the individual phases in relation to one another. The
respective phase is alternately clamped to the upper or the
lower intermediate circuit potential by alternately switching
the two switching elements of a half-bridge.

Driving the, in total, six switching elements, of which in
each case two are distributed to one of the three half-bridges
of the converter, by pulse-width modulation is also known,
reference being made to Handley, P. G.; Boys, J. T.; “Practical
Real-Time PWM Modulators: An Assessment”, IEE Pro-
ceedings B, Electric Power Applications, Volume 139, pages
96 et. seq., Issue 2, March 1992. Modern converters almost
exclusively exhibit switchable power semiconductors as
switching elements. In addition to field-effect transistors,
MOSFETs (“Metal Oxide Semiconductor” —field-effect
transistors) and bipolar transistors, in particular so-called
IGBTs (Insulated Gate Bipolar Transistors), are used, as
power semiconductors of this kind. In this case, the latter
combine the advantages of field-effect and Bipolar transis-
tors.

In the event of pulse-width modulation, the potential or the
voltage in relation to a reference potential, for example U, in
accordance with FIG. 1, is set for the phase of a half-bridge by
changing the switching states of the corresponding switching
elements within a predefined period duration. In other words,
the duty ratio is modulated at a constant frequency in the event
of pulse-width modulation. The value of the output voltage of
a period duration is the result of “summation” of the switch-
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ing states set in each case or results from the ratio of the
switching times of the clamping to the upper intermediate
circuit potential and the clamping to the lower intermediate
circuit potential.

Permissible switching states of the converter are, for in
each ease one half-bridge, “TopOn”, that is to say upper
switching element on and lower switching element oft, “Bot
(-tom)On”, that is to say tower switching element on and
upper switching element off, and “dead time” if both of the
switching elements are switched off. The last switching state
of'a “dead time” is usually set only for negligibly small time
periods (approximately 1% duration) between the states
“TopOn” or “BotOn”. Therefore, in the event of a negligible
dead time within a period duration T, (for example 100 ms),
“TopOn” for the time T,,, and then “BotOn” for the time
T,,~1,-T,,, are alternately set. I the voltage of the respec-
tive half-bridges U,, U, and U, according to FIG. 1 tends
toward the tower branch of the voltage intermediate circuit,
the voltage U, being applied between the branches of the
voltage intermediate circuit, the result is a pulse control factor
of the respective half-bridges of T=T,, /T ,. The mean voltage
for the half-bridge a is then given, by way of example, by

Us Uge

During stationary operation of the polyphase system, the
setpoint potential differences which are to be generated or the
setpoint voltages between the three phases are generally sinu-
soidal in three phases. In the case of a three-phase alternating
current, the phase difference between the individual phases is
120° in each case. The pulse control factors of the three
half-bridges of the converter are then generated by a rule of
the following kind:

T, =T -cos(wi) + Ty
R 2n
T, =% -cos wt—? + 7o

. ar
Te=tocos|wi— = |+ 7

where ‘Acqﬁ,ej/U 418 the amplitude of the drive level, U, .is the
amplitude of the setpoint fundamental, U, is the voltage of
the DC intermediate circuit and T, is the common offset of the
pulse control factors.

Identifiably different variants are available for generating
the desired voltages between the individual phases of the
converter U, =U_-U,, U, =U,-U_ U_=U_-U, by pulse-
width modulation. Since only the voltages or difference sig-
nals between the phases U,,, U,_, U_, are required in sinu-
soidal form in a polyphase system, a common offset Uy, also
called a zero system, can be superimposed on the individual
potentials U, U,, U_.. The zero system U, is selected such that
the mean individual potentials at the converter branches are in
the range of between zero and U, that is to say T, is selected
such that the pulse control factors T, T, and T, are between
zero and one. In this case, a pulse control factor of T,=0 means
that the corresponding converter branch a is not switched but
rather is permanently clamped to the lower intermediate cir-
cuit potential during the entire period duration. A pulse con-
trol factor of t,=1 means that the corresponding converter
branch is not switched but rather is permanently clamped to
the upper intermediate circuit potential during the entire
period duration.

Consequently, it can be seen that, in particular for a three-
phase sinusoidal system, it is possible, in the difference signal
between the phases, to generate the individual potentials of
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the phases by pulse-width modulation in such a way that in
each case only two half-bridges are switched, while in each
case the third half-bridge is permanently clamped to the upper
or to the lower intermediate circuit potential and the switch-
on period of this half-bridge is either one or zero. The modu-
lation method of two-phase docking exhibits lower switching
losses in comparison to the modulation method in which all
three half-bridges are operated in a clocked manner in order to
generate the individual potentials. The switching frequency is
reduced.

A modulation method of two-phase switching is known,
for example from published; European patent application EP
036 514 A1, corresponding to U.S. Pat. No. 4,333,948 In the
document, only two phases or two of the half-bridges are
switched in respect of each of the periods of the desired
inusoidal output signal for in each case 60°, while in each case
the third phase or half-bridge is permanently clamped to the
upper or the lower intermediate circuit potential. As a result,
the switching losses in the switching elements are reduced in
comparison to the modulation method of three-phase switch-
ing. The switching frequency is reduced by a third. However,
one disadvantage is that the line losses in the permanently
clamped switching elements increase.

In another method of pulse-width modulation for a three-
phase converter, so-called space-vector modulation, the indi-
vidual possible converter switching states are assigned vec-
tors which specifically indicate the switching state given in
each case by way of a set of three numbers. The above-
described switching states “TopOn” and “BotOn” of a respec-
tive half-bridge are assigned the numerical values “1” or “0”
in the process. The half-bridges a, b and ¢ correspond to the
first, second and, respectively, third positions in the set of
three numbers. Therefore, tor example, the set of three num-
bers (1,1,0) describes the switching state of the converter,
with the first half-bridge a and the second half-bridge b exhib-
iting the switching state “TopOn” and the third half-bridge ¢
exhibiting the switching state “BotOn”. The sets of three
numbers (0,0,0) and (1,1,1) are also called zero vectors since
all the phases of the converter are either clamped to the upper
or to the lower intermediate circuit potential in these switch-
ing states. The voltages or potential differences between the
individual phases are therefore zero, and therefore these vec-
tors have no relevance to the polyphase system. In this
respect, the zero vectors are inactive states of the converter.
Therefore, a total of six active possible switching configura-
tions remain available in the case of a three-phase converter.

In respect of the space-vector modulation method, the vec-
tors which are assigned to the active switching states are
applied in accordance with FIG. 2, with adjacent vectors in
each case differing only by one switching state of a half-
bridge. The sectors which span the space between two adja-
cent vectors in each case are accordingly continuously num-
bered. In mathematical terms, the space-vector modulation
method according to FIG. 2 is a transformation of the three-
dimensional description of the output variables of a three-
phase converter into the two-dimensional space. The output
voltages of the converter rotate as two-dimensional vectors
within the hexagon according to FIG. 2 which is spanned by
the six base vectors of the states of the converter.

Voltage vectors between in each case two base vectors or
active states of the converter are generated by the switch-on
periods of the active states. Switching states of the zero vec-
tors are added within the period duration, in order to generate
voltage vectors which do not reach as far as the edge of the
hexagon. The switch-on times of all the selected switching
states add up to form the period duration of the pulse-width
modulation. If no zero vectors are added, only output voltages
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whose associated vectors in the diagram according to FIG. 2
end at the edge of the hexagon can be generated.

Generating a voltage vector with intelligent connection of
the zero vectors corresponds to the above-described modula-
tion method of two-phase clocking. In each sector, the voltage
values are set by adjacent base vectors or switching states of
the converter which in each case differ only by one switching
state of a half-bridge. For example, the base-vectors (1, 1, 0)
and (1, 0, 0) which span the sector 1 differ only by the
switching state of the second half-bridge. If a changeover is
consequently made to a zero vector in each case, that is to say
either to the zero vector (1, 1, 1) or to the zero vector (0, 0, 0)
in the present case, within a sector, either the first or the third
haft-bridge additionally remains permanently clamped to the
upper or to the lower intermediate circuit potential.

FIG. 2 also shows that voltage vectors which end outside
the inscribed hexagon cannot be generated. The maximum
voltage magnitude prespecified by the base vectors cannot be
reached within the sectors. Therefore, in accordance with
FIG. 2, the vectors of the voltage limit which can be set with
the converter end on a circle which inscribes the hexagon. If
voltage values which lie outside the hexagon are required at
the output terminals during driving of the converter, the volt-
age values are limited to the so-called hexagon limit, that is to
say the corresponding vectors end on the edge of the hexagon.
This is referred to as so-called overmodulation. The actual
required voltage or potential profile of a phase can no longer
be generated. The voltage between two phases of the con-
verter then has a deformed sinusoidal profile, this being asso-
ciated with undesired harmonics in the signal.

In the case of open-loop or closed-loop control of a con-
verter for a polyphase system by space-vector-modulation,
the variables which describe the system, and in particular the
output variables of the converter, are generally transformed
into a two-dimensional coordinate system. In the event of
so-called field-oriented control, the two-dimensional coordi-
nate system for describing the space-vector variables rotates
with the magnetic flux of the polyphase system. The coordi-
nates of the space-vector variables in the case of field-ori-
ented control are denoted by d and q. Another possibility is
transformation into a two-dimensional fixed-stator coordi-
nate system. The coordinates of the space-vector variables in
this system are denoted by o and (. For the purpose of
controlling a polyphase system by space-vector modulation,
ready measured state variables such as terminal voltages or
motor currents are measured and mathematically transformed
into the respective space-vector-variables, and the converter
is driven to the desired switching states for generating the
voltages between the phases in accordance with the trans-
formed space-vector variables. In this case, reference is
made, in particular, to the two-dimensional illustration for
generating the output voltages according to FIG. 2.

In the case of current-controlled regulation of the
polyphase system, the output voltages of the converter are
driven in dependence on a deviation of the nominal current
from a setpoint current, for example by prespecifying a set-
point value for the field-forming current component i, and a
setpoint value for the torque-forming current component i,.
In this case, regulation of a polyphase system within the d, q
coordinate system has the advantage the current componenti,
which leads to a reactive power, because it is field-forming,
and the torque-forming component i, are immediately appar-
ent.

Driving a converter by pulse-width modulation using
space-vector variables is described, for example, in U.S. Pat.
No. 6,819,078 B2. To this end, a computation algorithm is
specified, with which the pulse control factors t,,, T,, T canbe
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calculated with simple computation operations from a set-
point voltage vector in the case of vector-controlled convert-
ers. Modulation methods both with three-phase switching
and also with two-phase switching are possible with the
specified algorithm. In this case, overmodulation is identified
by a negative switch-on period for a zero vector occurring
within the algorithm, this corresponding to the requirement of
a voltage value outside the hexagonal limit. In the case of
overmodulation, the space-vector variable which is associ-
ated with the voltage value is rescaled, and as a result the
voltage values again lie within the hexagonal limit. Therefore,
overmodulation with the known disadvantages is prevented.

Furthermore, European patent EP 0 840 441 B1 discloses
field-oriented control of a three-phase machine, with the out-
put voltages being controlled at the voltage ceiling. In order to
provide a voltage limit, in the event of control in the d, q
coordinate system, the magnitude of the torque-forming cur-
rent component i, is reduced when the voltage component U,
in the flux direction reaches a limit value, and the field-
forming current component i, is reduced when the voltage
component U, perpendicular to the flux direction reaches a
further limit value. The corresponding phase voltages of the
converter are controlled in accordance with the limited volt-
age components U, U, . In particular, the maximum available
output voltage of the converter is selected for the limit values,
and therefore the pulse control factors of the half-bridges,
which pulse control factors are prespecified for the converter,
are less than “1” and the converter is driven within the hex-
agonal limit. This creates a voltage reserve which is required
for loading, the field-forming and/or the torque-forming cur-
rent component being reduced for this purpose. Since the
converter is operated below the hexagonal limit, overmodu-
lation is avoided, this possibly leading to control problems
due to voltage values which cannot be realized being
required.

Published, non-prosecuted European application EP 2 192
682 Al proposes setting the voltage requirement of a three-
phase machine by a characteristic map for the field-forming
current i, so that the quadrature current controller and the
in-phase current controller do not reach a setting limit. If the
actuating variables of the current controllers were to be lim-
ited by the maximum possible voltage, the setpoint current
components i, i, would no longer be able to be controlled and
the behavior of the machine would be uncertain. Overmodu-
lation is therefore deliberately avoided here too.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The object of the invention is to specify a method for
controlling a converter by pulse-width modulation of the kind
cited in the introductory part, in which method the individual
converter switching elements are subjected to as little loading
as possible. The aim of the invention is, in particular, to be
able to provide a converter with switching elements which are
as cost-effective as possible.

According to the invention, the object is achieved in respect
ofamethod ofthe kind cited in the introductory part in that the
converter is operated with at least two different modulation
methods which are selected from among the group of modu-
lation methods which includes single-phase switching two-
phase switching and three-phase switching, and in that
changeovers are made between the at least too different
modulation methods depending on the operating state of the
polyphase system.

In this case, the invention proceeds from the consideration
that it is not a method with the lowest total losses that leads to
the specified objective of the use of switching elements which
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are as cost-effective as possible but rather that the stress for
the switching elements which are subject to the greatest load-
ing has to be minimized. In the process, the invention takes
into consideration that stress for semiconductor switching
elements is produced first by heating on account of line losses
and second by heating on account of switching losses. In the
converter, that component (switching element or diode)
which is currently carrying current will be heated by line
losses, and that competent (switching element or diode)
which changes over from the current-blocking state to the
current-conducting state, or vice versa, will be heated by
switching losses.

The invention now further identifies that the modulation
methods of three-phase switching, two-phase switching and
single-phase switching differ from one another in respect of
the switching cycles, the power line cycles and the related
division between the switching elements. If a switching ele-
ment is switched less, the stress on the switching element due
to heating on account of switching losses is reduced at the cost
of stress due to heating on account of line losses. If a half-
bridge is permanently clamped to the lower or to the upper
intermediate circuit potential, the respectively switched-on
switching element of the half-bridge is additionally subjected
to loading on one side, whereas the other switching element
experiences no stress. A modulation method which clamps a
half-bridge on one side in this respect for certain time periods
therefore leads to a higher loading of individual switching
elements because the losses in a half-bridge are asymmetri-
cally divided. On the other hand, this circumstance no longer
plays any role when, in the case of relatively high rotating-
field frequencies, the one-sided connection of individual
switching elements is cyclically distributed to all the switch-
ing elements of the converter once again.

In this respect, the invention identifies that the stress for
each individual switching element can be minimized during
operation of the converter with selected modulation methods
in different operating states of the polyphase system. In this
respect, the invention provides the option of operating the
converter such that switching elements which are as cost-
effective as possible can be used. The modulation methods
are selected depending on the operating state of the polyphase
system in such a way that the lowest stress is produced for an
individual switching element in each case.

In order to explain the invention, the individual modulation
methods will be described in greater detail below with the aid
of FIGS. 3-8.

FIGS. 3-8 show time profiles of the pulse control factors T,
T,,T.of the respective half-bridges of a three-phase converter,
of'the respectively selected zero system T, and of the formed
difference t,—t,. The profiles of the pulse control factors T,
T,, T correspond to the profiles of the individual potentials of
the phases which are associated with the respective half-
bridges. The profile of the difference t,,-t, corresponds to the
profile of the voltage between the phases of the corresponding
half-bridges a and b.

It is immediately apparent that, with the exception of FIG.
8 which shows overmodulation, the difterence t,—t, exhibits
a sinusoidal profile irrespective of the choice of zero system
T,. In this respect, the degree of freedom in respect of the
choice of modulation methods can be identified, provided that
it depends only on the difference voltage between the indi-
vidual phases of the converter, as in the case of a polyphase
system and in particular in the case of a three-phase machine.

FIGS. 3-5 illustrate modulation methods of three-phase
switching. In FIGS. 3 and 4, the zero system T, has a DC
component and a third harmonic to the fundamental of the
difference signal. In FIG. 5, the zero system T, is made up of
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a DC component and a triangular function. The DC compo-
nent is selected with a value of 0.5 in each case. In FIG. 3, the
amplitude T ofthe drive level at 0.2 is selected to be lower than
in FIG. 4 with a value of T 0f 0.577. The last-mentioned value
represents the maximum possible distortion-free amplitude
of'the fundamental. This can be seen in FI1G. 4 in that the pulse
control factors of the individual half-bridges predominantly
move in the region of “one”, this corresponding to driving of
the converter at the voltage ceiling.

The modulation method of three-phase switching is char-
acterized in that all three half-bridge branches are switching
during a period duration of the pulse-width modulation, that
is to say the upper and the lower switching element of each
half-bridge are each driven in a complementary manner and
change the switching pattern during each period. The con-
figuration of the zero system or of the zero voltage is open in
this case. A DC component or a DC component with super-
imposed harmonics of the fundamental, which is intended to
exhibit the difference signal between in each case two phases,
for example, is usual.

The profile illustrated in FIG. 5 corresponds to pulse-width
modulation in accordance with space-vector modulation
according to FIG. 2. Accordingly, the respective voltage com-
ponents are formed in sectors from the base vectors which
limit the sector, with the connection of one of the zero vectors
in each case. In this case, each sector according to FIG. 2
corresponds to a 60° section according to the fundamental of
the difference signal illustrated in FIG. 5.

The advantages of three-phase switching are found in the
uniform distribution of the line losses to all the components.
Disadvantages of the modulation method of three-phase
clocking are the permanent switching losses in the switching
elements or components.

FIGS. 6 and 7 now show the corresponding time profiles of
the pulse control factors T, T,, T, of the zero system T, and the
difference between the pulse control factors t,~t,. for modu-
lation methods of two-phase switching. Since the zero system
can be freely chosen within certain limits, the zero system can
be configured such that the switching pattern of in each case
only two of the three half-bridges changes during one period
of the pulse-width modulation. The potential of the third
half-bridge in each case remains permanently clamped either
to the upper or to the lower intermediate circuit potential. The
modulation method of two-phase switching is also known as
bus-clamped pulse-width modulation. In relation to a com-
plete period of the desired difference signal between two
phases, a half-bridge always remains clamped to the upper or
(preferably) the lower intermediate circuit rail for 120° or is
alternately clamped to the lower rail for in each case 60° and
then another half-bridge is clamped to the upper rail for 60°.

FIG. 6 shows the modulation method of two-phase switch-
ing according to the “60° bus-clamped” method and the dia-
grams in FIG. 7 show the modulation method of two-phase
clocking according to the “120° bus-damped” method. The
value of the amplitude T is selected to be 0.4 in FIG. 6 and the
diagram on the left-hand side in FIG. 7. The amplitude is
prespecified at a value of T=0.577, that is to say the maximum
possible distortion-free amplitude of the fundamental, in the
diagram on the right-hand side in FIG. 7. The respective zero
system T, is given by the corresponding computation rule for
the desired two-phase clocking.

In accordance with FIG. 6, always only two phases are
switched, with in each case the third phase being permanently
clamped to an alternating intermediate circuit potential for
60°. Similarly, in each case only two phases are clocked in the
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diagrams in FI1G. 7, but with in each case the third phase being
permanently clamped to the same intermediate circuit poten-
tial for 120°.

The modulation method of two-phase switching has the
advantage of switching losses which are reduced by one third
in total in comparison to the modulation method of three-
phase switching. The switching frequency of the switching
elements is lower by a third. However, the permanently
clamped switching elements disadvantageously conduct
100% of the current and can therefore be subject to more
stress than in the modulation method of three-phase switch-
ing, primarily at slow rotating-field frequencies.

FIG. 8 now shows the modulation method of single-phase
switching. In this case, the switching pattern of in each case
only one of the three half-bridges changes during a period of
the pulse-width modulation. Proceeding from the diagram on
the right-hand side in FIG. 7, it can be seen that the illustrated
modulation method according to FIG. 8 is possible by the
converter being operated theoretically above the voltage ceil-
ing, that is to say theoretical pulse control factors for the
individual half-bridges of >1 being required. In other words,
the modulation method of single-phase switching leads to
overmodulation, and therefore the fundamental of the output
signal can no longer be illustrated without distortion as the
difference between in each case two phases. In this respect,
FIG. 8 illustrates in thin dashed lines the actually required
pulse control factors and the resulting difference signals com-
pared to those which are really set. The sinusoidal difference
signal t,—7, is distorted compared to a desired sinusoidal
profile.

The modulation method of single-phase switching has the
advantage of switching losses which are reduced by two
thirds in total in comparison to the modulation method of
three-phase switching. The switch-on frequency of the
changeover elements is reduced by two thirds. One disadvan-
tage of a modulation method of single-phase switching is the
distortion of the fundamental. In addition, single-phase
switching requires the control loop to be of special design
since theoretical pulse control factors which the converter is
really no longer in a position to supply are prespecified for the
half-bridges.

In the overmodulation range, more output voltage than can
actually be output is required by the current controllers in the
case of field-oriented control. In this case, the maximum
possible pulse control factor of “one” is selected instead of the
actually required pulse control factor of >1. Large quantities
of harmonic currents are generated in the overmodulation
range. The current controllers are then subjected to high load-
ing by harmonic currents. Current controller saturation and
oscillating operations lead to a drop in power.

In contrast to the previous prior art according to which
overmodulation is provided but intended to be prevented by
control where possible, the present invention deliberately
provides the modulation method of single-phase switching as
one of the options for driving the converter, depending on
operation. The modulation method of single-phase switching
allows some of the lost heat from the switching elements of
the converter to be transmitted to the polyphase system spe-
cifically at high voltage values by corresponding current con-
trol. In particular, reactive current, which leads to losses in the
degree of efficiency of the polyphase system, can be deliber-
ately generated at high voltage values. However, the degree of
efficiency does not need to be impaired but rather improved
for the overall system containing the converter and polyphase
system, with the stress on the individual switching element of
the converter being reduced. As will be explained in further
detail below, the modulation method of single-phase switch-
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ing can be designed to be deliberately tolerant in respect of
distortion of the fundamental and the overmodulation can be
prompted by a suitable setpoint value for the field-forming
current.

The illustrated modulation methods of single-phase, two-
phase and three-phase switching are accordingly associated
with different advantages and disadvantages. One or the other
variant provides more advantages depending on the operating
state of the polyphase system. The invention therefore makes
provision for changeovers to be made between at least two of
the described three variants during operation of the polyphase
system, depending on the operating state of the polyphase
system.

The converter is preferably operated with the modulation
method of three-phase switching during starting and/or at low
rotating-field frequencies of the polyphase system. In the
modulation method of two-phase switching, no switching
losses are produced in the currently permanently clamped
branch, but the disadvantage is that the line losses are not
distributed to the upper and the lower switching element of a
half-bridge but are produced solely in the connected switch-
ing element/diode pair of a half-bridge. The residence time in
a 60° section of a modulation method of two-phase switching
can be very long specifically when starting a polyphase sys-
tem, in particular three-phase machine, from the stationary
state.

Whereas the line losses which are produced are uniformly
distributed to the upper and the lower switching element/
diode pair of a half-bridge to some extent in the case of
three-phase switching, the line heat losses are concentrated
on a single switching element/diode pair in the case of two-
phase switching. Therefore, it is necessary to design each
individual switching element/diode pair such that continuous
and permanent line heat loss doss not destroy the compo-
nents. This leads, on account of the fundamentally given
operating state during starting, to the components used hav-
ing to be designed to be larger than would otherwise be
required if the “starting” operating state where to be operated
with three-phase switching.

Therefore, provision is preferably made to operate the con-
verter with the modulation method of three-phase switching
during starting and/or at low rotating-field frequencies.

Provision is advantageously made to change over to the
modulation method of two-phase switching only when the
converter is operated above a minimum rotating-field fre-
quency of the polyphase system. The provision of a minimum
rotating-field frequency allows the residence times of the
individual switching elements in a 60° or in a 120° section to
be so short that the local heating allows continuous connec-
tion during this residence time.

If the two variants are combined, the power loss produced
in the switching elements can be uniformly shifted to all the
switches.

Therefore, in the limiting case, smaller and therefore more
cost-effective switching elements or smaller heat sinks can be
used than when, according to the prior art, the converter
would have been operated either in accordance with the
modulation method of three-phase switching or in accor-
dance with the modulation method of two-phase switching.

The minimum rotating-field frequency is preferably
selected to be between 8 Hz and 12 Hz. It has been found here
that operation of the converter in accordance with the modu-
lation method of two-phase switching below this frequency
leads to undesired and permanent heating of the switching
elements. If a changeover is made to the modulation method
of three-phase switching below this frequency, the lost heat
can again be discharged by conduction in the switched-off
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state of a switching element. In the case of two-phase switch-
ing however, the higher residence time of the switching ele-
ments in the connected state leads to a certain summation of
the lost heat by conduction. In particular, the minimum rotat-
ing-field frequency is fixed at a value of 1 Hz.

Inthecase of a three-phase machine for driving the drum of
a washing machine, the three-phase switching is preferably
applied during the start phase or during a low rotation speed
for separating laundry. In the case of an operating state with a
washing rotation speed, that is to say at rotation speeds of
greater than 40 revolutions per minute (rpm), a changeover is
further preferably made to two-phase clocking.

In a further preferred refinement, the converter is operated
with the modulation method of single-phase switching when
the polyphase system is operated with output voltage above a
minimum voltage value. Single-phase clocking is selected
when, for example, the maximum fundamental voltage is
intended to be output, in order to further reduce the switching
losses and in order to make the full voltage from the voltage
intermediate circuit available for the polyphase system.

The minimum voltage value is preferably selected to be
between 60% and 70% of the possible voltage adjustment
range of the converter. Above this minimum voltage value, it
has been found that a changeover from two-phase switching
to single-phase switching exhibits advantages in respect of
the maximum stress loading on a switching element of the
converter. The changeover is implemented by suitable open-
loop and closed-loop control methods. In this case, single-
phase switching is expediently favored since measures are
taken so that, above the specified minimum voltage value, the
voltages which are output by the converter move at the volt-
age ceiling of the converter. This can be performed, for
example, by raising a current setpoint value, in the case of
field-oriented control particularly by raising the setpoint
value for the field-forming currenti,. Since raising the current
values leads to a rise in the terminal voltage (see European
patent EP 0 840 441 B1 for example), the value of the output
voltages which are to be output can be brought close to the
value of the intermediate circuit voltage in this way. Accord-
ing to FIG. 2, this means that the voltage vectors in the
space-vector modulation are raised to the edge of the hexagon
above the minimum voltage value. In the process, the reduc-
tion in the stress limit value of an individual switching ele-
ment of the converter is achieved at the cost of a reduction in
the degree of efficiency of the polyphase system, but this does
not have to have an adverse effect on the total degree of
efficiency of the system overall and, in addition, provides the
option of employing more favorable components or using
smaller heat sinks in the converter.

In a further advantageous design variant, the invention
makes provision, for the modulation method of single-phase
switching in the event of field control, for a field-forming
current to be set in such a way that overmodulation occurs in
respect of the output voltages. In this case, the required volt-
age amplitude Of the converter is varied by the reactive,
current. As a result, in the event of field-oriented control, the
output voltage increases with the field-forming currenti,at a
given rotation speed of the machine, and drops with a negative
i, In order to be able, for example with a limited output
voltage, to operate a permanent-magnet synchronous,
machine at rotation speeds which are so high that the no-load
voltage is greater than the available output or terminal volt-
age, a negative i, current is applied to the machine, that is to
say a so-called field-weakening current. The magnitude of the
field-weakening current is prespecified in this case by tables
or by controllers for voltage amplitudes. Overmodulation is
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suppressed by suitable control algorithms in the case of this
method which is known from the prior art.

In the present case, a field-forming current is now deliber-
ately prespecified in such a way that the required voltage
vectors or voltage amplitudes move significantly at the volt-
age ceiling or in the region of the hexagonal limit in the case
of operating states above the minimum voltage values, that is
to say in particular in the case of field-weakening rotation
speeds.

In this respect, the invention makes provision, in one devel-
opment, for field amplification to be expressly operated, for
which purpose a positive field-forming current is applied or
an induction machine is operated above the nominal flux, in
particular in a permanent-magnet synchronous machine for
carrying out the single-phase clocking.

In the case of a three-phase machine for driving the drum of
a washing machine, a changeover is made to the modulation
method of single-phase switching in the event of the “spin-
ning” operating state, that is to say when spinning rotation
speeds are reached, that is to say rotation speeds of greater
than 300 drum revolutions per minute.

In addition to the described measures of raising the
required output voltages towards the hexagonal limit, the
invention also expediently makes provision, for the modula-
tion method to become single-phase switching. The switch-
on time of a switching element shall be raised to 100% in case
the required theoretical switch-on time of the said switching
element is above an upper threshold value and/or the switch-
on time of a switching element shall be lowered to 0% in case
the required theoretical switch-on time of the said switching
element is below a lower threshold value. This measure can be
formed, in particular, by a non-linear snap function which is
integrated in a control device for pulse-width modulation,
also called pulse-width modulator for short.

By the non-linear snap function or the modified modula-
tion method of single-phase switching, the switch-on periods
or pulse control factors which are in the vicinity of the voltage
limit and are theoretically still possible are already raised or
lowered to the voltage limit provided that they are close to this
voltage limit in respect of the specified limits. In this case,
advantageously switch-ontimes of between 93% and 97% for
the upper threshold value and of between 2% and 6% for the
lower threshold value have proven advantageous. In particu-
lar, the upper threshold value is fixed at 95% and the lower
threshold value is fixed at 3%. The corresponding result of a
modulation method of single-phase switching is illustrated in
FIG. 8. In the figure, the snap function shows that the actually
theoretical profile of the pulse control factors T, T,, T, is
already raised or lowered to the limit value of 1 or 0 before
said values are reached. The snap function implemented here
is characterized in that a modulation method of two-phase
clocking turns into overmodulation in accordance with the
“120° bus-clamped” method and the signal is “snapped” and
is raised or lowered to the corresponding maximum value
before the values 1 and O are reached. In this case, an ampli-
tude of T, ,../~0.6 is theoretically achieved. The origi-
nally desired sinusoidal profile of the difference signal is
distorted. The theoretically required profile is shown, the
result in accordance with single phase switching with the
snap function being shown in relation to the above by a bold
line.

The modulation method of single-phase switching illus-
trated in FIG. 8 has the further advantage that there is no
change in the switching pattern of any of the half-bridges in
any regions. This occurs in the regions in which the snap
function is active. Switching losses are also further mini-
mized as a result.
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Furthermore, the invention specifies a converter containing
three half-bridges with in each case two switching elements
which are connected in series, with a pulse-width modulator
being provided which is designed to drive the converter in
accordance with the abovementioned method.

Other features which are considered as characteristic for
the invention are set forth in the appended claims.

Although the invention is [llustrated and described herein
as embodied in a method for controlling a converter, it is
nevertheless not Intended to be limited to the details shown,
since various modifications and structural changes may be
made therein without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion and within the scope and range of equivalents of the
claims.

The construction and method of operation of the invention,
however, together with additional objects and advantages
thereof will be best understood from the following descrip-
tion of specific embodiments when read in connection with
the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram of a known three-phase con-
verter according to the prior art;

FIG. 2 is a hexagon illustration of a space-vector modula-
tion of a three-phase converter;

FIGS. 3-8 are graphs each showing time profiles of pulse
control

factors of half-bridges, a selected zero system, and a phase
difference signal for various modulation methods;

FIG. 9 is a graph showing a measured profile of an output
voltage of one phase of a converter which is operated with
two-phase switching;

FIG. 10 is a graph showing the measured profile of an
output voltage of one phase of a converter which is operated
with single-phase switching with a snap function;

FIG. 11 is an lustration showing the hexagon of the space-
vector modulation with the voltage limit shown; and

FIG. 12 is an illustration of single-phase switching with a
snap function in the hexagon of the space-vector modulation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIGS. 1-2 and 3-8 have already been explained in detail in
connection with the description of the invention. Accord-
ingly, reference is made to the relevant passages of the
description.

FIG. 9 shows a profile, which is measured by an oscillo-
scope, of an output voltage of the phase of a three-phase
converter (lower profile) with the corresponding switching
cycles of the associated half-bridge (upper profile). In this
case, the converter is operated with a modulation method of
two-phase switching according to the “120° bus-clamped”
method. The associated half-bridge is accordingly perma-
nently clamped to the lower intermediate circuit potential for
120° in each case. The switching elements of the half-bridge
are not clocked in this region, as clearly shown in the upper
profile. The voltage amplitude is selected in such a way that it
moves at the maximum in the vicinity of the voltage limit. In
this respect, overmodulation occurs sporadically, this being
shown in the upper profile in that clocking “is discontinued”
in sections in the region of the maxima of the lower profile.

FIG. 10 shows the corresponding profile to FIG. 9 but with
measures for promoting single-phase switching now being
performed. In this case, for example, the setpoint value for the
field-forming current component i, is raised, so that the volt-
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age amplitude in the illustrated phase is increased. It can be
seen that overmodulation now permanently occurs at the
maxima of the illustrated voltage profiles. In this respect,
switch-on times above 100% or pulse control factors above a
value of 1, which can no longer be realized, are continuously
required for control. There is no longer any switching of the
half-bridge at the maxima of the lower profile. Instead, the
half-bridge is permanently clamped to the upper intermediate
circuit potential here. The single-phase clocking according to
FIG. 10 is further extended by implementing a snap function,
so that not even one of the half-bridges continues to be switch-
ing in regions.

FIGS. 11 and 12 each show the hexagon of a pulse-width
modulation by space-vector modulation. FIG. 11 shows the
hexagon with an inscribed circle. This circle represents the
maximum possible voltage amplitude which leads to a dis-
tortion-free fundamental. The circle does not leave the edge
of the hexagon.

FIG. 12 shows a modulation method by single-phase
switching, with a snap function additionally being imple-
mented. In this model of the space-vector modulation, single-
phase switching can be shown in that the voltage vectors in
each sector of the hexagon end directly at the edge of the
hexagon in each case. In this respect, the connection of the
zero vectors is dispensed with within each sector. The corre-
sponding voltage vector is generated solely with the adjacent
base vectors, this meaning clocking of in each case only one
half-bridge. The implemented snap function can be shown in
the vicinity of the corners of the hexagon in that the generated
voltage vectors are swung onto the respective base vector
before they actually reach the base vector. In this respect, the
voltage vector is illustrated solely by a base vector in the
vicinity of the corners of the hexagon. This means that none of
the half-bridges is clocked in the regions of the corners.

The operation of a three-phase converter with a modulation
method of single-phase switching with an implemented snap
function, as described above, also constitutes an independent
inventive concept which is not limited by the above-described
features of the other modulation methods and it is not neces-
sary to change over to other modulation methods in order to
carry out said modulation method either.

The invention claimed is:
1. A method for controlling a three-phase converter having
avoltage intermediate circuit by means of pulse-width modu-
lation for supplying a three-phase system, which comprises
the steps of:
operating the three-phase converter with at least two dif-
ferent modulation methods selected from the group of
modulation methods consisting of single-phase clock-
ing, two-phase clocking and three-phase clocking;

making changeovers between the at least two different
modulation methods depending on a rotating-field fre-
quency of the three-phase system;

operating the three-phase converter with a modulation

method of the three-phase clocking during starting or at
low rotating-field frequencies of the three-phase system;
and

operating the three-phase converter with the modulation

method of the two-phase clocking above a minimum
rotating-field frequency of the three-phase system.

2. The method according to claim 1, which further com-
prises selecting the minimum rotating-field frequency to be
between 8 Hz and 12 Hz.

3. The method according to claim 1, which further com-
prises operating the three-phase converter with a modulation
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method of single-phase clocking when the three-phase sys-
tem is operated with output voltages above a minimum volt-
age value.

4. The method according to claim 3, which further com-
prises selecting the minimum voltage value to be between
60% and 70% of a possible voltage adjustment range.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein for a modu-
lation method of the single-phase clocking, in an event of
control by means of space-vector modulation, adjusting an
output voltage to a hexagonal limit in sectors.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein for a modu-
lation method ofthe single-phase clocking, in an event of field
control, setting a field-forming current so that over-modula-
tion occurs in respect of output voltages.

7. The method according to claim 6, which further com-
prises expressly operating field amplification by one of a
positive field-forming current being applied or an induction
machine being operated above a nominal flux.

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein for a modu-
lation method of the single-phase clocking, performing at
least one of:

raising a switch-on time of a converter switching element

to 100% given a required theoretical switch-on time of
the converter switching element above an upper thresh-
old value; or

lowering the switch-on time of the converter switching

element to 0% given the required theoretical switch-on
time of the converter switching element below a lower
threshold value.

9. The method according to claim 8, which further com-
prises selecting the upper threshold value of the switch-on
time to be between 93% and 97% and the lower threshold
value of the switch-on time to be between 2% and 6%.

10. The method according to claim 8, which further com-
prises rounding up or rounding down the required switch-on
times of the converter switching elements by means of a
non-linear snap function.

11. The method according to claim 1, which further com-
prises performing a modulation method of the single-phase
clocking as a modulation method of 120° two-phase clocking
with over-modulation.

12. The method according to claim 1, wherein the three-
phase system is a three-phase machine.

13. The method according to claim 6, which further com-
prises expressly operating field amplification by one of a
positive field-forming current being applied or a permanent-
magnet synchronous machine being operated above a nomi-
nal flux.

14. A converter, comprising:

three half-bridges with in each case having two switching

elements being connected in series; and

a pulse-width modulator for driving said three half-

bridges, said pulse-width modulator controlling the con-

verter by means of pulse-width modulation for supply-

ing a three-phase system, said pulse-width modulator

programmed to:

operate the converter with at least two different modu-
lation methods selected from the group of modulation
methods consisting of single-phase clocking, two-
phase clocking and three-phase clocking;

making changeovers between the at least two different

modulation methods depending on a rotating field fre-
quency of the three-phase system;

operate the converter with a modulation method of the

three-phase clocking during starting or at low rotating-
field frequencies of the three-phase system; and
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operate the converter with the modulation method of the
two-phase clocking above a minimum rotating-field fre-
quency of the three-phase system.
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